
 

 

  
9:30am this Saturday 30/9/17 at the Club Rooms.  

This is not the Super Online Sewing Bee but the Start Of Season 

Briefing. Compulsory for ALL FLYING MEMBERS. Lunch will be 

provided by the effervescent Joan Wine. 

Wednesday 4
th
 October 10:30 the SOSB will be repeated for those 

unable to attend on Saturday, however lunch will not be provided. 
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       Spring has sprung  

The weather has been a mixed bag as spring arrives. There 

have been days of 24 launches and days we weôve sat on the 

ground. The ridge has worked some days and there has been 

days of beautiful fluffy cumulous to hone our thermalling skills 

for the upcoming Northern Regionals. 

There has been a flurry of BFRôs and on Sunday 24
th
 Sep-

tember those on the ground watched as first Malcolm Piggott 
and then Genny Healey were put through their BFRôs and 
Flight Test by CFI Bob Gray for their new QGP status.  

T h e  F l y p a p e r 

Watching the spins from the ground inspired Sarel Venter to go 

aloft with Bob and put on an excellent show to get one of the 

last exercises he needs for QGP completed. Dereck Shipley is 

now back from three months in a warmer climate and is also 

nearly through the syllabus, he chose to put in time in the sin-

gles over the weekend, as did Roydon Hooker, another proba-

ble QGP this coming season. Gareth Cartwright was Duty Pilot 

and got to do the hangar flight on Sunday and hopefully got  
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inspired to complete his QGP. Gareth along with Rob Munn and Noel Bailey also 

have little to complete before obtaining their QGP Badges but family commitments 

have hindered them all flying regularly. Ali Shokri is diligently flying regularly and 

making steady progress through the A syllabus working towards his first solo. Neil 

Raymond has been flying XP and it was great to see Nigel Brinkworth do the 

hangar landing with Norm Duke after his Duty Pilot duty on Saturday. Due to farm-

ing commitments weôve not seen Nigel do much flying the past year, 3hrs only I 

believe and we really appreciate that although he may not be flying much he turns 

up to be Duty Pilot. Carl Henderson is our default Duty Pilot most Wednesdays 

when no one is rostered on and is enjoying the better performance of NI now the 

wings have been refurbished. 

Dave Dennison is also back from overseas and he and David Jensen played on 

the ridge in YL on Saturday. 

Neil Raymond is our wonderful Club Engineer and the many voluntary hours he 

puts in is appreciated when he also works 7 days a week on his farm. It was fortu-

nate he was onsite on Saturday as PC is just back from her annuals and had not 

been flown since, there has always been play in the elevator but it is more marked 

than ever and he was able to give the okay to fly her. Currently we are waiting on 

an overseas part to reduce the play.  

Some from the Auckland Club, Russell Thorne, Adam Cumberlege, Campbell 
McIver, Bruce Barber Sheamus Breen, Jason Shields, Rae Kerr have been flying 
with us at the weekend and have left their gliders at the field.  

Lots of activity Saturday 23rd Sept  



 

LEARNING FROM THE EXPERTS 

 
Official Observers Course   

to be presented by Edouard Devenoges GNZ Awards 
Officer 

Wednesday 11
th
 October 7pm at Clubrooms 

Edouard is the GNZ Awards Officer and is the guy that decides whether 

your claim meets the FAI code. All claims for those highly sought after 

badges must be endorsed by an OO. Any GNZ member can be an OO, 

you do not need to have QGP. This would be a good course for those 

Official Observers who want an update. It is especially helpful to have 

Instructors with this qualification. 



 

 

Thermalling Talk  

presented by Bill Mace Saturday 17
th
 October 9am 

(sharp) at Clubrooms 

 

 

 

Those that attended Rainerôs and Bobôs Radio Refresher Course on Wednesday 
30
th
 August gained interactive experience, increased their knowledge and had fun. 

Oh for those cracker days when we are thermalling and have to call up óno longer 

Christchurchô but ñBay Approachò to get clearance to fly above 6,000ft. As a 
Club we are fortunate to have a proactive CFI in Bob and experienced Instructors 
like Rainer willing to give us so much time. We wish Rainer well as he recovers 
from his recent hip surgery. 

 

We often donôt realise that the key to good cross country is good thermal technique. It 

is just, if not more important than being able to point the glider in the right direction. 

This talk goes into the finer detail of finding and using thermals. Bill  holds the record 

for the Care 200 and is a very experienced cross country pilot. Holder of 2 diamonds, 

including completing a 500km distance flight from Piako.  

PGC Radio Course 30th Aug 2017 



The second bird proofing the hangar Working 
Bee has certainly slowed entry but needs 
tweaking as a nest was found in EOôs tail last 
Sunday am. The car is remaining clean at 
least. September 3rd Ralph Gore, Sarel Venter, 
Roger Brown Steven Care and Genny Healey 
returned to complete what they started 2weeks 
earlier and they were joined by Scott Monta-
gue, Rakesh Ali, Dennis Crequer, Roydon 
Hooker, Ali Shokri, David Johnson, Graeme 
Cawte, Andy McKay and Tim Bromhead. 
Thatôs 22 members over the 2 weekends in-
volved in maintaining our assets. The Club 
room ceilings even got a clean by Tim, Andy 
and Steven. Special thanks to Graeme, Piako 
is his second Club, he was still calving, so we 

especially appreciate his willingness to 
lend a hand. Julian Mason was also out 
working on the Flarms in the Club Glid-
ers. 

Bird Proofing No 2 

 


