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AGC Weekly News 
 

Weekend Roster 

Saturday  
Drury closed - Flying at Matamata.  The 
instructors will co-ordinate operations there. 
 

Sunday  
Drury closed - Flying at Matamata. The instructors 
will co-ordinate operations there. 
 

Winter Lecture Series 
Russell Thorne 

Remaining Winter Lecture series will be held on 
Saturdays at 9am – All are welcome. 
 
Lecture - VHF Radio Procedures - Saturday 31 
July. 

Exams - Glider Technical and Radio Theory - 
Saturday 7 August. 
 
Exam - VHF Radio Practical 14 August in the 
Drury hangar at 09h00. 

 

Our Duo Heads South 

Last chance to add your name to the list of pilots 
wanting to fly the Duo elsewhere.  If you are keen 

to go but have not put your name forward, please 
contact Ross now. 

Gerards Video Picks 

 
An Introduction to Wave Soaring 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whCkAGH7th
U&t=88s 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XU16da91tw 

 

Annual Award Recipients 

 
First solo: In Cheol Kim, Nathan Montano, 
Tristan Harvey-Smith, Georgia Schofield, Keith 
Macy and Matt Kerrigan. 
Angus Rose Bowl: Maurice Honey 
Green Air Trophy: Graham Cochrane 
Zeman Vase: Paul Schofield 
Banton Trophy: Patrick Driessen 
Instructors' Trophy: Tristan Harvey-Smith 

Ardmore Shield: Patrick Driessen 
Liddell Trophy: Not awarded this year 
Neill Grant Trophy: Georgia Schofield 
Bent Stick Trophy: David Moody 
 
Background details to these trophies forms an 
interesting part of our club’s history, and follows 
further on in this newsletter. 
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Mid Winter Mushroom Risotto Evening 
Ross Gaddes 

I am happy to report that the awards evening 
went every bit as well as I hoped and in fact 
better.  With the help of Simone and Chrissy, 
Simon presented a great meal that was 
wonderfully finished off with a special sorbet.  
Thanks for the really hard work put in by Simon, 
Chrissy and Simone. 
 

 
Simon at work 

 
Our club has not only been able to present 
another night of fine dining we have been able to 
meet and chat, listen to some fantastic flying 
exploits and best of all make a few dollars as well.  
Vaughan and Paula Ruddick were great guests 

and Vaughan’s presentation was really inspiring, 
with some great pictures of areas I’d like to visit, 
but from the Northern end. 
 

 
 
Following Vaughan’s talk we distributed, firstly the 
serious awards which sadly had been curtailed 
last year because of Covid. 
 
One special award was the Angus Rose Bowl 
which is a GNZ award given at the last GNZ AGM 
to Maurice Honey.  Maurie has been of huge 
value to the AGC and the award is well deserved.  
Maurice, Paul Knight and John Baylis were also 
honoured with a letter of appreciation from the 
committee o.b.o all of Auckland Gliding Club.  The 
work that these members have put into our club 
over the years cannot be understated – so we 
have officially said “Thank You” now. 
 
After initial awards we also had some fun, but 
important awards given to those interesting flying 
feats during the last season. 
 
More on the awards further on in this newsletter. 

 
 

Our Duo has been Repaired

The Duo DX is now serviceable and back in its 
trailer.  Luckily Sailplane Services had a new 
hinge in stock.  The old hinge was drilled out and 
the new item bonded back before being filled and 
painted. 
 
Once the paint has hardened, the repair can have 
its final polishing next week. 

However, as the Soaring Track booking system is 
currently not operational, it has not been possible 
to judge if there is any interest in taking the Duo 
to Matamata this weekend.  The committee has 
therefore resolved to keep the Duo at Drury. 
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AGC Awards Presentations 

 
 

 
 
First Solo Certificates were presented to the 
deserving pilots on the right:  

 

 
 

 
More on the Green Air Trophy on the next page… 
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Instructors’ Trophy 
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Georgina Schofield with Paul Schofield 
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A Special Report from our Chairman 

Gidday Team AGC, 
 
Having come to the end of another season the 
committee have been reviewing activity on the 
field and utilisation of the glider fleet.  Despite a 
challenging last year our flying hours we’re 
healthy and membership has grown. 

Much to our relief the roading project has 
encountered issues and is now a matter for 
somewhere in the distant future. 
 
We’ve experienced a season of growth and the 
mood is buoyant.  If you weren’t at the Prize 
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Giving last weekend it was an excellent turnout 
and a brilliant night! 
From the strong growth in new pilots to a pent-up 
demand from those more experienced cross 
country types, we’ve focussed on optimising the 
subscription fee structure with an aim to promote 
activity in the coming season. 
 
Here’s a sampling of factors discussed: 
 

• The glider charge out rate of $/minute for 
cross country flight is significant - up to 
$240 per flight in the Discus 2 and Duo.  If 
the subscription model was a single fee or 
everyone were on the B Scheme, we’d 
likely see cross country or extended local 
flights increase. 
 

• Does the current cost of the B Scheme act 
as a dis-incentive to uptake (twice the rate 
of an A Scheme subscription fee).  Many 
of the current B Schemes we’re taken up 
by members joining in the last half of the 
season so charged at a discounted rate. 

 
• Many of the private owner group have 

expressed a desire to use a club two seat 
aircraft to enable friends and family to 
experience the hobby we all love so much.  
The minute rate and current B Schemes 
are a barrier now. 

 
• The launching facilities (tow plane and 

winches) are where the club derives a 
large part of it’s revenue.  It’s desirable to 
drive launch activity which results in more 
flying, faster progression for students and 
retention of members.  It’s not desirable to 
increase launch costs. 

 
• We’d like to see more dual cross country 

available to those early in their flying 
careers.  Also, the transfer of knowledge 
from our more skilled competition pilots. 

 
• Our Youth members and the Youth Glide 

movement have been well supported with 
benefit to the club.  We want to continue 
that experience.  The "Catch 'em young 
and keep them keen" approach is working 
well. 

 
• Club patronage at competitions and 

camps has been one of our club’s strong 
points.  We’d like to further develop that 
trend. 

• The Club must also recover costs of its 
operation and to that end have budgeted 
for a very small surplus.  The overarching 
goal is to arrive at year end as close cost 
as is safely possible. 
 

• How do we lessen the massive complexity 
and shear volume of work the Treasurer is 
exposed to?  There are initiatives 
underway in regards integration, 
refinement and automation of systems to 
assist with this perennial issue. 

 
To that end the committee have set the 
Subscription Rates for the 2021 / 2022 season as 
follows: 
 
A scheme $750.  This is up from $700 (noting 
that, due to the lesser price of $650 being 
incorrectly listed on one form, members were 
invoiced $650 last year). 
 
B scheme - an additional $650, reduced from the 
current $1,100, so a total of $1,400 compared to 
the present $1,800. 
 
Youth rate - will be 50% of the fees above 
 
Notes: Aerotow and winch rates to remain the 
same.  The Free Winter hour “trial” has been 
discontinued. 
 
When you get your subscription invoice, it will 
have the facility for you to opt in to the B Scheme.  
Even if you're a private owner, the committee 
encourages you to consider doing so.  Think of 
those friends and family who’d love to experience 

this part of your life.  
 
We expect to have more discussion on 
subscription-setting options at the forthcoming 
AGM, including the good and bad points of having 
both this season's approach and others, such as 
a single fee as some clubs presently have.  
Enabling an open discussion at the AGM and 
continuing that discussion through the next 12 
months will ensure a well informed and broadly 
accepted decision on future fees. 
 
 
Warmed regards, 
Dion 
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Pictures from the Mid Winter Prize Giving 

 

 
David Moody and his Bent Stick 

 

 
Members, Family and Friends 
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Maurie Honey and the Angus Rose Bowl 

 

 
Last but certainly not least – man of the evening - our guest speaker Vaughan Ruddick 

 
 

Newsletter compiler: Peter Wooley, Ph 021 170 2009; e-mail wooleypeter@gmail.com 
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