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AGC Weekly News 
The weekly newsletter of the Auckland Gliding Club at Drury, Auckland 

 

From the CFI 
 
 
 
 

The field is still marginal with a front expected to 
pass over on Saturday, so probably no flying this 
weekend. 
 
The booking system had a bit of a breakdown a 
few days ago but thanks to Keith’s efforts it is now 
working again. 
 

Next week there is instructor flight training at 
Matamata, this means launching will be available 
all week, but probably not dual instruction. 
 
Anton Lawrence 
CFI Auckland Gliding Club 
021 280 188

Some videos from Gerard 

Low run along the pars cours 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_pRIl23UGk 

 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qen7DQBUwFs 

 

IMPORTANT: Committee nominations  

Club rules state that nominations should be made 
24 days prior to the AGM.  As the AGM will be 
held on 21st September, this leaves only a narrow 
window for nominations (though the committee 
will accept later nominations).  
 
Please consider nominating someone or being 
nominated yourself, sending the attached form to 
the Secretary.  
 

The committee needs a president, vice-president 
and Treasurer (though the role has been divvied 
up with two others to reduce the workload). 
 
A nomination form is included in this newsletter 
on page four.  
 
Thank you, 
Gerard 
President 

24-25 August 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_pRIl23UGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qen7DQBUwFs
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Climbing Better 
Garret Willat 

Courtesy Wings & Wheels 

 
Climbing well requires precise airspeed control with an optimal turn radius. 

 

 
Photo by Petr Kolmann 

 

Everyone wants to get the most out of climbing in 
a thermal.  Maximizing thermal climb rate is 
easier said than done.  Climbing well requires 
precise airspeed control with an optimal turn 
radius.  Airspeed control is only one factor in your 
turn radius.  Shallowing and steepening up your 
turn is necessary to find and stay in the core.  
Shallowing up too much will put you outside the 
thermal.  If you are too steep, airspeed gets too 
high.  Let's look into some details on how to climb 
better. 
 
Shallowing 
 
While focusing on thermal centering, I find 
students shallowing out at a nearly flat bank 
angle. If you have been working on centering, it is 
probably not there. Sometimes, there is a 
horizontal shift in the thermal, but I rarely find 
nearing the top of the thermal to shallow to a 5-
degree bank angle and circle in the sink to be of 
any benefit. Just leave. 
 
Spiral Diving 
 
If you can lose 5 knots of airspeed, you should 
probably shallow the bank angle and do so. It will 
be more efficient than trying to thermal at a 60-
degree bank angle while accelerating through 60 

knots. But I find it common for pilots to slowly let 
the speed and bank angle increase, and before 
you notice, we are just doing giant spirals with a 
high rate of descent on the outside of the thermal 
core. 
 
ASI control 
 
The best way to get your speed in control is to 
stop looking at the airspeed indicator. Watch the 
nose in relation to the horizon. Do what it takes to 
keep the nose on the horizon. Many pilots are shy 
using aft elevator to stop the elliptical pattern with 
the nose. You can use the control input necessary 
to make the glider do what you want. This also 
means that sometimes you must push forward on 
the stick and occasionally hit the aft limit of travel. 
 
As you enter and exit the lift, you will see a 
definite change in the nose with the horizon. You 
will also notice a slight airspeed change. If you 
chase the airspeed indicator, this will result in PIO 
(pilot-induced oscillation). Not to the extent that 
you might see a bad landing, but one where the 
airspeed varies 5-10knts and the turn radius 
varies by 100ft. If your thermal tracks never 
connect, it is hard to know where the thermal is if 
you are accidentally diving away from it. 
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Remember that airspeed is one factor in your turn 
radius. Therefore, if you continue to change your 
airspeed, your turn radius will continue to vary. 
We are attempting to center the thermal by 
adjusting the turn radius. If you change the bank 
angle and airspeed, the turn radius is going to 
have significant changes, possibly not in the 
direction you want to go. 
 

 
 

Garret Willat holds a flight instructor rating with over 8000 hours in 
sailplanes. His parents have owned Sky Sailing Inc. since 1979. He 
started instructing the day after his 18th birthday. Since then, Garret 
has represented the US Junior team in 2003 and 2005. He 
graduated from Embry-Riddle with a bachelor's degree in 
Professional Aeronautics. Garret represented the US Open Class 
team in 2008 and 2010 and the Club Class team in 2014. Garret has 
won 3 US National Championships.. 

 

 

Officers 2024 Nomination Form 
Date:  ______/______/_20__________ 

 
Position _________________________ 

 
Nominee _________________________   Nominee Signature    _______________________ 

 

 

Proposer _________________________   Proposer Signature        _______________________ 

 

 

Seconder  _________________________     Seconder Signature        _______________________ 

 
Note: The Nominee, proposer and seconder shall be all current financial members of the Auckland Gliding Club.  

Any nominations may be: 

• left at the clubhouse in a sealed envelope through the bar grill, clearly addressed to the Honorary Secretary. 
• emailed to: secretary@glidingauckland.co.nz  
• posted to the club at PO Box 222, Drury 2247. 

Nominations must be received by 31 August 2024. 

 
This edition of the newsletter was compiled by Peter Wooley 


