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AGC Weekly News 
The weekly newsletter of the Auckland Gliding Club at Drury, Auckland 

 

John Bayliss - Remembering a True Gentleman

 

 
 

I had the pleasure of sharing PV with John for 
over 10 years, the highlight being spending two 
weeks in the South Island flying at both Omarama 
and Lake Station. 
 
John was always easy going and quick to 
support, which made working together a breeze. 
 

His flying was amazing, particularly having done a 
couple of his retrieves out of small paddocks - 
one where he had parked the left wingtip over the 
top of the end fence. 
 
His friendship and support will be surely missed 
 

Ross Taylor

Gerard’s videos 

 
https://www.flieger.news/600-kilometer-im-regen-teil-2/ 

30 Nov – 1 Dec  

https://www.flieger.news/600-kilometer-im-regen-teil-2/
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The Day I Lost the Nationals 
By Adam Woolley 

Courtesy Wings & Wheels 

Sadly, I didn’t do anything about these feelings until it was too late. It was a safe flight, but I forgot my game plan: Don’t 
lose today. 

 
Photo by Sean Franke 

 

The day started with me having mindsets, right 
from getting out of bed to task planning (I almost 
tasked myself in the wrong direction) and 
ultimately…my flying, diversions, and climb 
selection. 
 
Sadly, I didn’t do anything about these feelings 
until it was too late, i.e., touchdown at Kingaroy. It 
was a safe flight all the same, but I forgot my 
game plan (later found out in my post-comp self-
debrief): Don’t lose today. 
 

The Start 
After the easy, strong first climb, I look ahead, a 
blue hole with patches of wisps over the scrub 
(with potentially strong climbs), or deviate 45* off 
track to follow a street that curves back into the 
turn before a blue hole.  I’ve seen this situation 
before into this turpoint, so I take the street and 
have a stress-free run – looking to my right, the 
others gliding out slowly from a CU that didn’t 

work to few remaining good chances.  I’m happy 
with my decision, though this ultimately set me up 
for a loss for the day.  My mindset on deviations 
being a good idea. 
 
I take nice climbs to get me to base before a 
30km round trip glide in and out of the blue 
turnpoint.  I’ve almost caught up V4 and MF again 
today, I grin.  Back to the CU, I take a normal 4kt 
climb while considering my routing options.  1st 
section was an easy one to make, so I took the 
street that is 30* off course and ran back in 
towards the goal.  I had good lines of energy and 
took a few nice climbs, but nothing showy.  
 

Decision Point 
Do I link up a number of normal-looking clouds 
back towards track, then onto a small good 
looking street, 50km in and out of the turn with 
regular thin CU’s & company, or take the 
deviation of 30* further to the right for a street, 
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over the scrub where stronger conditions should 
be, though no gliders. It’s Day 5 – in hindsight, it's 
not a good time to do this. 
 
My mind was on deviations being a good thing for 
the day. My chance to go blistering fast was go 
time!  Or not. Good energy lines resulted, though 
there were no big climbs as expected.  Down, 
down, down.  I fall off the end of the street, not 
being high.  The CUs ahead look good, though 
they are always on my right side.  Further, right, 
to try and line up CUs. What is going on?!  
 
I’m finding myself frustrated. 
 
Getting lower still, I’m pushing for the 8kt climbs 
that I know have to be around. I finally called it 
quits and took a 5kt climb for 4200’ after 75km of 
searching.  Leg stats: 56:1 for 15km glides at 
75kts. I mosey on into the turn, out of the turn – 
though because I took all of those deviations, it 
was inbound at ~50* from track. 
 
I realise my error.  Frustrating! 
 
One of my strengths, though, learnted from my 
father at a young age to forget about the point just 
played and focus on the next one.  I’m still 
struggling to find decent climbs, and generally out 
of the correct height band.  I’ve realised that I 
need to just keep pushing on, what is done, is 
done.  Touchdown at Kingaroy. 
 

I Lost the Day by Losing 
I learnt a big lesson. In the future, I’ll mention 
these mindsets or how I’m feeling to my team (or 
Dad at a local comp) so that everyone is aware of 
them, and I'll apply the appropriate race technique 
for the day so that I can spend my points wisely. 
 
From there, I dropped and gained points—
finishing in 4th after 9 days of quality racing, just 
out of Stephen O'Donnell's third place. The big 
points of note on how I flew for the rest of the 
comp after that day are: 1. I flew too conservative 
too early, and 2. After day four, I forgot to tell 
myself consciously, "Don’t lose today!" 
 
After the nationals, my pennies dropped. Armed 
with some great knowledge of soaring and life’s 
lessons, I feel quietly confident about where my 
future race endeavors are heading. Bring on the 
pre-worlds! 
 

Wrap up – Three Key Points! 
In the world of competitive gliding, meticulous 
preparation, decisive action, and valuable lessons 
should be learned, which are crucial for overall 
success. The journey always begins with 
preparation. In my case, acquiring a well-
maintained glider and then dedicating significant 
time to enhancing its performance. Every 
weekend was spent practicing, focusing on 
gaining confidence and mastering as many 
techniques as possible, working on known 
weaknesses, and consolidating strengths. 
 
The next phase is action. In this case, I competed 
at the Club Class Nationals, starting with a clear 
game plan: "Don't lose today." Despite changing 
conditions and challenging thermals, I stayed 
competitive by strategically following the daily 
conditions to the best of my ability and making 
timely decisions. This approach led to a day win, 
setting a positive tone for the competition. 
 
Naturally, the journey also involved lessons 
learned, which it should always do. The trick is to 
be realistic and reflect upon it. I deviated from the 
game plan on one crucial day, leading to the loss. 
This experience highlighted the importance of 
sticking to a strategy and being mindful of my 
daily mindset. I also realized the need to 
communicate feelings and apply appropriate race 
techniques to avoid similar mistakes in the future! 
 

 
Adam Woolley was born into the gliding world, being the 3rd 
generation in his family. Going solo at 15, his thirst for efficiency in 
soaring flight & quest for a world championship title to his name has 
never wavered. One big passion is sharing his experiences & joy 
with other glider pilots all around the world. Adam is an airline pilot in 
Japan on the B767 & spends his off time chasing summer around 
the globe. He has now won 7 national Championships & represented 
Australia at 5 WGC's & 1 EGC. 
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Multi Class Gliding Nationals - Omarama 

Date: 2nd Jan to 11th Jan 2025 
 

The Omarama Gliding Club invites you to register. 
 

You can see more information and register on gliding.net.nz/events 
 

https://gliding.net.nz/events/ogc-bid-for-2024-2025-multi-class-nationals-tbc-jan-2025 
 

Have a go at flying a task and see if you can beat the guns flying in the mountains! 
 

These nationals, we are encouraging pilots to try a day entry (Max two days). 
 

You will need to register regardless of how many days you fly. 
 

Make a holiday of it.  The Omarama Soaring Centre runs an amazing camping ground right beside the 
airfield.  Bookings are done in the camp kitchen. There are many other accommodation options too.  The 

Country Time Hotel is open again and Nigel has arranged a deal for glider pilots. 
 

Simply text or email Brian Sharpe if you need more information. 
 

Phone: 027 2481780  Email: flying@omarama.com

Member’s Ads

 
PW5 ZK-GAT 
Ready to fly.  Approx 650 hours flying with 211 starts.  Two Price Options: 
Option 1: $12,000 Glider, covered trailer, basic instruments (ASI, Altimeter, Mechanical Vario, Radio (Becker), Compass) 
Option 2 (Preferred): $25,000 The Works (Everything you need to fly in airspace, competitions, records) 
Option 1 plus; Trig Transponder, ADSB In Out, S100 Vario, easy one-man-rig trailer fittings, parachute, 
For negotiation separately: Oxygen system (2 tanks and EDS Mt High regulator).  Ready but not previously installed.  Ph Murray 
0275 875 438 
 

 
Drury Hangars x 2 (adjacent hangar spaces, access via southern door access in hangar # 1). 
The 2 hangars are for sale (together or contemporaneously) and are available after the sale of PW-5 ZK-GAT. 
Hangar # 1 is the one pictured behind the PW-5 canopy. 
Ph Murray 0275 875 43 

 
This edition of the newsletter was compiled by Peter Wooley 

https://gliding.net.nz/events/ogc-bid-for-2024-2025-multi-class-nationals-tbc-jan-2025
mailto:flying@omarama.com

